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under attack, and activists are using
wayward judges to chip away at this
time-honored tradition. Our national
motto is “In God We Trust.” In Texas
the people have already spoken. Start-
ing last year, all school districts re-
quire students to recite the Pledge to
the United States and Texas flags
daily.

The bill we have on the floor today is
essential to ensuring that the will of
the people of Texas is not cir-
cumvented by some unelected judge in
another State. For the sake of our
country’s morale and heritage, we
must keep ‘“‘under God” in the Pledge.

I will just close with God bless Amer-
ica.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY’S CON-
SISTENT SUPPORT FOR THE
MILITARY

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, one of
the reasons why I became a Republican
is because of the Republican Party’s
consistent support for the military.

Since 2000, base military pay has in-
creased by 29 percent. Mid-grade non-
commissioned officers, who represent
the core experience and talent in the
Armed Forces, have seen their pay in-
crease an average of 35 percent. Con-
gress under Republican control pro-
vided $6 billion for repair, mainte-
nance, and operations of the military
houses and bases. Congress increased
the basic allowance for housing and
eliminated servicemembers’ out-of-
pocket housing expenses, increased
family separation allowance, and in-
creased the amount for imminent dan-
ger pay.

I am proud that the Republican
Party stands for strong support for the
military, and I am sure we will consist-
ently support our men and women serv-
ing in dangerous places around the
world and their families.

———
SNOWFLAKES EMBRYO ADOPTION

(Mr. SMITH of New Jersey asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, less than 5 minutes ago, I was
in a room here in the Capitol filled
with children who were frozen em-
bryos, several months—even years
ago—who went on to be adopted. The
stories of these adopted embryos, with
names like Kate and Mike, are compel-
ling. We know of at least 60 children
who were once cryogenically frozen but
have now gone on to be adopted. An
adoption program called Snowflakes
adoption agency that has been pro-
moting this loving adoption option and
underscores why we need to protect
these newly created human beings and
not steal their stem cells for use in re-
search.
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Let me also point out to my col-
leagues that we often hear the term
‘“‘spare embryos’ in connection with
embryonic stem cell research. I hope
that we will cease employing that very
false term. There is no such thing as a
spare embryo. These individuals can be
adopted, they are being adopted; and
they are just like any other little boy
or girl.

We should put our emphasis, and our
research dollars, Mr. Speaker, on adult
stem cell research and cord blood stem
cell research. This research has no eth-
ical downside. And it has worked. That
is where the real breakthroughs are oc-
curring each and every day. Heart re-
pair and myriad other advances are oc-
curring not from embryonic, but from
adult—and cord blood stem cells.

———

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF REPUB-
LICAN MAJORITY IN CONGRESS

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, what a
difference a decade makes. It is true we
are marking the 10th anniversary of
the Republican majority controlling
this institution, and it has been great
for the American people.

One issue that is of paramount inter-
est and is often forgotten is the fact
that leading up to our having won the
majority in 1994, we in this country,
from the early 1960s forward, were deal-
ing with a very tragic generational
cycle of welfare. We saw this cycle of
dependence continuing on and on and
on where people were in fact losing
their motivation, losing the kind of in-
centive that they needed to succeed in
life. And when we in 1995, 1996 worked
very hard to bring about an end to that
generational cycling of welfare, what is
it that we did? We not only created op-
portunity for people, but story after
story had us telling anecdotal evidence
of people saying, I have finally gotten
the pride back that was so desperately
needed.

So, Mr. Speaker, that is just one ex-
ample of the kind of success that we
have had with our majority, and I hope
we can keep working for the American
people for years to come.

———

THE SUDAN

(Mr. KOLBE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
afternoon the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. JACKSON) and I returned from a 4-
day trip to the Sudan, including most-
ly into the Darfur region in West
Sudan. We visited the camps where the
displaced persons are. We visited North
Darfur, which is an area under control
by the Sudanese Liberation Movement,
the rebel groups.

I am here to report to my colleagues
today that unfortunately the attacks
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on the people of Darfur are continuing
by the Janjaweed, that is the militia
that has been armed by the govern-
ment and sent on these missions to de-
stroy and to kill the people there, in-
creasing the huge numbers of displaced
persons who are fleeing into these
camps. The conditions in these camps
are absolutely intolerable. They are
living in positive squalor. The world’s
humanitarian community is respond-
ing in a very positive way, but the con-
ditions continue to grow worse.

What is needed is greater security.
What is needed is a greater commit-
ment by the African Union to send
troops to provide that kind of security.
What is needed is a commitment by the
Sudanese government to end the
Janjaweed attacks and to allow the hu-
manitarian community to provide the
relief that is necessary and to provide
the security also so that these people
can return to their homes.

——
TIME FOR A NEW PARTNERSHIP

(Mr. DeFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DeFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it is 10
years since the Contract on America,
the Republican takeover. If people
think the country is going in the right
direction, then I guess they are doing a
great job.

They talk about fiscal responsibility;
$600 Dbillion deficit this year. Every
penny of the Social Security surplus
and trust fund borrowed and spent and
replaced with I0OUs. We have lower
wages, outsourced jobs, unemployed
Americans, economic insecurity, and
record numbers of uninsured. And they
brag about their record on health care,
a prescription drug benefit written by
and for the pharmaceutical industry at
tremendous tax to the taxpayer, sub-
sidies to that industry.

It is time for a new partnership for
the majority of Americans, not more
government by and for an elite few.

———
TO CELEBRATE AMERICA

(Mr. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I stand
today to celebrate with my colleagues
the American people. We in the major-
ity have worked hard to empower peo-
ple to create opportunities, to make
jobs, to do things that turn America
into a place where people can achieve
their dreams. That is what is hap-
pening. It is also in stark contrast to
the U.N., that sits on their collective
duffs while people in the Sudan, Iraq,
Afghanistan need help.

So, yes, we do celebrate America
today because the majority will stand
up and empower the American people
to live that American Dream and to be
part of making a better, freer, and
safer world.
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